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Impact of COVID-19 lockdown in the villages of hill districts of Uttarakhand 

 

 This study is an attempt to understand the effect of COVID-19 lockdown in 

the villages where we have been working. In this survey, residents of 58 villages in 5 

districts of Uttarakhand (Almora, Bageshwar, Champawat, Chamoli and Pithoragarh) 

participated. A simple questionnaire was prepared by the USNPSS and filled up by 

our village learning centre facilitators and supervisors (between April to July 2020) 

on the basis of the feedback they received from the villagers.  

 Possibly, there may be drawbacks/loopholes in the process of preparing 

and filling the questionnaire, but it still reflects the main effects on the villages due to 

the COVID-19 lockdown.  
The following points emerge: 

1. By and large, no negative effect on farming was noticed. A positive effect 

showed that both the residents and the migrants paid more attention to 

farming in the lockdown period. Villagers doing other businesses in the 

nearby towns / cities (shops, roadside restaurants, taxi etc.) and the 

migrant population working in cities (inside/outside Uttarakhand) were 

greatly affected.  

2.  No shortage of the supply/availability of grains/other essential goods was    

noticed. Other things (vegetables, LPG etc.) also did not cause serious 

problems. Health care  services were affected significantly in some 

villages.  The impact of not having any means of transport was reported 

as the biggest problem, which hindered the purchase of everyday things 

from the market, taking the sick to the hospital or selling vegetables, milk 

and fruits produced in the village. Apart from this, there is a mention of 

negative impact on the construction works in some places.  
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3. The closure of the school and the village learning centres (VLCs) had 

significant negative impact on the children's education and creative 

activities.  

4.  As long as liquor shops remained closed and alcohol was not available, 

social atmosphere of the villages remained peaceful but as soon as the 

sale of liquor was restored, the old situation came back. 

5.  The auspicious ceremonies (wedding, naming the new born etc.) were 

mostly postponed.  People followed government guidelines (social 

distancing and use of cloth- masks) during occasions such as cremation 

of the dead in the villages. There is an atmosphere of fear (outbreak of 

epidemic in the village, concern for employment etc) and future of their 

children in many of the villages. 

6.  In all the villages, people appear satisfied and happy with the relief  (cash 

and rations) provided by the government. 

*** 

August 2020                                                                                                                                                                 Kamal Joshi 
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COVID19 effects: Main findings about migrants  
 Based on a survey conducted by USNPSS in September 2020 

 
• Total number of the migrants who returned to their villages after the lockdown 

is 2,016 which is 8.7% (average) of the population (23,130) of these 50 
villages. The percentage varies in different villages and areas. 
 

• By September 2020, 34.7% of these migrants had returned to the cities. Most 
of the remaining people wanted to go back to the cities as and when the 
situation improves. Only 17.9% were eager to live permanently in their 
villages. The percentage varies in different villages and areas. Essentially just 
a few want to live in the village. 

• Apart from a few, all the migrants were working as daily wage earners (mainly 
under MNREGA) and doing agricultural work. Most of them were doing these 
tasks in compulsion and were neither happy nor satisfied with their work. 
Many young people were reluctant to work as daily wage earners and were 
not doing any work. A few of these migrants were working in local shops and 
restaurants. 
 

• There are a few examples in which someone did poultry, started a shop. Apart 
from these, one person has started a Common Service Centre and two young 
men have opened a barber shop and they are making good money.  
 

 Employment is the biggest issue and a big cause of tension for the migrants 
who have returned to the villages due to the lockdown. As a man from Pati 
(Champawat) said, “कोरोना हो या न हो, रोजगार होना ज़ री है” (Doesn’t matter whether 
Corona remains or not, employment is necessary). In other villages the migrants who 
were self-employed, such as shopkeepers, iron smiths, carpenters said that if they 
do not get success in this work then they will be forced to flee again. 
 

• In some cases, due to the arrival of the migrants in villages, 2-3 families have 
to live together in small houses. 
 

• Like elsewhere, children’s education has been affected badly and people are 
worried. 

 
• People are travelling less due to fear of the virus and increase in bus/taxi 

fares (fewer passengers are allowed in a bus/taxi to keep physical distancing). 
Also, people are avoiding extravagant expenditure (e.g. a cake for birthday 
celebration). 

 
 Some other affects have also been reported: The growing interest in local 
agriculture, vegetable production etc to increase self-sufficiency rather than buying 
from the market can be seen as a positive trend. People are also paying attention to 
cleanliness and hygiene. 

Kamal Joshi 
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Effects of COVID-19 Lockdown (September 2020) 

Sl. Village Population No. of 
migrants 
came 
after the 
lockdown 

% of 
B 

No. of 
migrants 
returned to 
the cities 

% of 
C 

No. of 
migrants 
staying  in 
the village 
at present 

% of 
C 

No. of 
migrants 
planning to 
stay in the 
village in 
future 

% of 
C 

Work/ sources of income 

A B C D E F G H I J K 
 BADHANI, 

KARNPRAYAG, 
DIST. CHAMOLI 5200 404 7.8 193 47.8 211 52.2 27 6.7 

 1 Sunargwar 348 33 9 12 36 21 64 5 15 Agriculture, daily wages 
2 

Bainoli 1352 103 8 80 78 23 22 0 0 
agriculture, daily wages, animal 
husbandry 

3 Kaflodi 400 45 11 6 13 39 87 5 11 daily wages 
4 Chaundali 530 40 8 11 27 29 73 6 15 Daily wages, dairy, agriculture 
5 Sundargaon 209 22 11 9 41 13 59 0 0 Daily wages,, agriculture 
6 Jakh 820 31 4 28 90 3 10 0 0 Daily wages,, agriculture 
7 Kukdaee 350 20 6 5 25 15 75 0 0 Daily wages,, horticulture 
8 Pudiyani 478 75 16 22 29 53 71 8 2 Daily wages, 
9 Chhatoli 398 24 6 12 50 12 50 3  12 Daily wages, horticulture in barren land 
10 Badhani 315 11 3 8 73 3 17 0 0 Agriculture, daily wages 
 GOPESHWAR, 

DIST. CHAMOLI 5604 233 4.1 72 30.9 161 69.1 37 15.9 
 11 

Banadwara 395 25 6 15 60 10 40 5 20 
Daily wages,  collecting material for house 
construction 

12 Bamiyala 365 26 7 16 62 10 38 10  
 

Agriculture, poultry 
13 Devaldhar 1115 60 5 5 8 55 92 2 3 Daily wages, self- employment 
14 Gwar 900 18 2 3 17 15 83 4 22 poultry, work in shop/restaurant 
15 Kandai 230 14 6 2 14 12 86 12 86 Daily wages,  making poly-houses, dairy 
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16 Kathoor 272 4 1 2 50 2 50 0 0 Daily wages, 
17 

Khalla 650 30 5 2 7 28 93 4 13 
Daily wages,  some educated youth are 
taking tuitions 

18 
Mandal 610 18 3 1 6 17 94 10 56 

Some are doing daily wages some are 
doing nothing and sitting idle  

19 Koteshwar 267 10 4 6 60 4 40 3 (1 family) 30 Agriculture, animal husbandry 
20 Siroli 800 28 3 20 71 8 29 0 0 Agriculture 
 MAICHUN, 

DIST. ALMORA 2414 273 11.3 52 19 221 81 40 14.6 
 21 Palyoun 692 58 8 4 7 54 93 8 

 
Daily wages, work in local restaurant 

22 Maniagar 900 150 17 30 20 120 80 17 
 

Daily wages,  agriculture 
23 Kasoon 327 20 6 4 20 16 80 12 

 
Daily wages, agriculture, domestic works 

24 Mauni 215 30 14 10 33 20 67 0 
 

Daily wages,, agriculture 
25 Banthok 280 15 5 4 27 11 83 3 

 
Daily wages, vegetable production 

 PATI, DIST. 
CHAMPAWAT 4323 310 7.1 243 78.4 67 21.6 18 5.8 

 26 

Garsari 276 50 18 40 80 10 20 2 4 
Daily wages, agriculture, vegetable, shop (2 persons) 

27 
Goom 167 40 24 30 75 10 25 1 2 

Daily wages, agriculture, vegetable, shop (1 person) 
28 Jairoli 120 21 17 15 71 6 29 0 0 Daily wages, agriculture 
29 

Bisari 170 15 9 11 73 4 27 2 13 
Daily wages, agriculture, animal 
husbandry 

30 Bhatyura 115 12 10 12 100 0 0 0 0 Daily wages 
31 Lakhanpur 100 18 18 13 72 5 28 1 6 Daily wages, agriculture 
32 Raulmel 320 24 7 20 83 4 17 2 8 Daily wages, fishery, shop (1) 
33 Kamlekh 650 30 7 24 80 6 20 2 7 Daily wages, agriculture 
34 Jankande 1200 50 4 40 80 10 20 4 8 Daily wages, agriculture, shop (2) 
35 Maragaon 200 8 4 6 

 
2 25 0 0 Daily wages, agriculture, horticulture 

36 Ladhaun 250 10 4 8 80 2 20 2 20 Daily wages, agriculture, carpentry (1), 
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iron smith (1) 
37 Katwalgaon 125 9 7 8 88 1 11 0 0 Daily wages, agriculture 
38 Dhoonaghat 350 15 4 12 80 3 20 2 13 Daily wages, agriculture 
39 Toli 280 8 3 4 50 4 50 0 0 Daily wages, agriculture 
 DANYA, DIST. 

ALMORA 2832 270 9.5 69 25.6 201 74.4 12 4.4 
 40 

Gauli 235 21 9 1 5 20 95 0 0 
Daily wages, agriculture, cutting  grass for 
fodder 

41 
Munauli 192 16 8 2 12 14 88 8 50 

Daily wages, agriculture, one man has 
started a CSC (common service centre) 

42 
Takoli 192 40 21 10 25 30 75 0 0 

Agriculture (ploughing, sowing seeds), 
cutting grass 

43 Dasili 1595 125 8 40 32 85 68 -  68 Agriculture, daily wages  
44 Dharagad 80 19 24 0 0 19 100 - - Daily wages, agriculture 
45 Basaan 183 18 10 3 17 15 83 4 22 Agriculture, daily wages 
46 Danya 234 16 7 1 6 15 94 0 0 Daily wages, agriculture, grass cutting 
47 Kotyura 121 15 12 12 80 3 20 0 0 Agriculture, grass cutting 
  GOGINA-

NAMIK,  DIST. 
BAGESHWAR 2757 526 19 71 13.5 455 85.5 214 40.6 

 48 Ratir (Malkha 
Dugarcha VP) 714 252 35 32 13 220 87 95 38 Daily wages, agriculture 

49 Gogina VP 1400 190 14 28 15 162 85 70 37 Daily wages, agriculture, shop 
50 Namik VP 643 84 13 11 13 73 87 49 58 Agriculture, MNREGA 
 TOTAL 

(50 VILLAGES) 23,130 2,016 8.7 700 34.7 1,316 65.3 361 17.9 
 

 



Migrants returned to villages after the COVID19 lockdown 

 (Survey: January 2021) 

 

 

Village/cluster Population 

 
Total  
migrants (% 
of village 
population) 

 
Migrants: number of men, women and children and 

percentage of the total migrants 

  
Men % Women % Children % 

Karnprayag, Chamoli 5200 417(8 ) 303 72.6 53 12.7 61 14.6 

Sunargwar 348 33 (9.4) 17 52 8 24.2 8 24.2 

Bainoli 1352 103 (7.6) 70 67.9 12 11.6 21 20.3 

Kaflodi 400 45 (11.2) 34 75.5 5 11.1 6 13.3 

Chaundali 530 40 (7.5) 28 70 5 12.5 7 17.5 

Sundargaon 209 32 (15.3) 28 87.5 2 6.2 2 6.2 

Jakh 820 31 (3.7) 21 67.7 5 16.1 5 16.1 

Kukdaee 350 25 (7.1) 23 92 1 4 1 4 

Pudiyani 478 75 (15.6) 55 73.3 12 16 8 10.6 

Chhatoli 398 22 (5.5) 19 86.3 2 9 1 4.5 

Badhani 315 11 (3.4) 8 72.7 1 9 2 18.1 

GOPESHWAR, Chamoli 5604 269 (4.8) 172 63.9 45 16.7 52 19.3 

Banadwara 395 34 (8.6) 15 44.1 10 29.4 9 26.4 

Bamiyala 365 40 (10.9) 24 60 7 17.5 9 22.5 

Devaldhar 1115 60 (5.3) 54 90 2 3.3 4 6.6 

Gwar 900 24 (2.6) 17 70.8 1 4.1 6 25 

Kandai 230 14 (6) 11 78.5 1 7.1 2 14.2 

Kathoor 272 8 (2.9) 2 25 2 25 4 50 

Khalla 650 30 (4.6) 12 40 10 33.3 8 26.6 

Mandal 610 19 (3.1) 12 63.1 4 21 3 15.7 

Koteshwar 267 10 (3.7) 6 60 2 20 2 20 

Siroli 800 30 (3.7) 19 63.3 6 20 5 16.6 

MAICHUN, ALMORA 2414 281 (11.6) 167 59.4 53 18.8 61 21.7 

Palyoun 692 58 (8.3) 31 53.4 11 18.9 16 27.5 

Maniagar 900 150 (16.6) 91 60.6 30 20 29 19.3 

Kasoon 327 28 (8.5) 16 57.1 4 14.2 8 28.5 

Mauni 215 30 (13.9) 19 63.3 4 13.3 7 23.3 

Banthok 280 15 (5.3) 10 66.6 4 26.6 1 6.6 

PATI, CHAMPAWAT 4323 310 (7.1) 216 69.6 60 19.3 34 10.9 

Garsari 276 50 (18.1) 36 72 10 20 4 8 

Goom 167 40 (23.9) 32 80 4 10 4 10 

Jairoli 120 21 (17.5) 16 76.1 2 9.5 3 14.2 

Bisari 170 15 (8.8) 10 66.6 2 13.3 3 20 

Bhatyura 115 12 (10.4) 12 100 0 0 0 0 

Lakhanpur 100 18 (5.6) 16 88.8 2 11.1 0 0 



 

Village 
population 

Total 
migrants (% 

of village 
population Men % Women % Children % 

Raulmel 320 24 (7.5) 18 75 4 16.6 2 8.3 

Kamlekh 650 30 (4.6) 12 40 10 33.3 8 26.6 

Jankande 1200 50 (4.1) 32 64 14 28 4 8 

Maragaon 200 8 (4) 6 75 2 25 0 0 

Ladhaun 250 10 (4) 6 60 2 20 2 20 

Katwalgaon 125 9 (7.2) 8 88.8 1 11.1 0 0 

Dhoonaghat 350 15 (4.2) 8 53.3 5 33.3 2 13.3 

Toli 280 8 (2.8) 4 50 2 25 2 25 

SHAMA: Gogina-NAMIK 2757 519 (18.8) 296 57 78 15 145 27.9 

Ratir (Malkha Dugarcha 
VP) 714 235 (32.9) 125 53.1 37 15.7 73 31 

Gogina VP 1400 186 (13.2) 104 55.9 28 15 54 29 

Namik VP 643 98 (15.2) 67 68.3 13 13.2 18 18.3 

Ganai Gangoli 3837 224 (5.8) 160 71.4 29 12.9 35 15.6 

Gwadi 615 26 (4.2) 20 76.9 4 15.3 2 7.6 

Rugadi 736 30 (4) 19 63.3 5 16.6 6 20 

Fadiyali 348 23  (6.6) 17 73.9 2 8.6 4 17.3 

Bhanyani 615 35 (5.6) 28 80 3 8.5 4 11.4 

Kakada 247 8 (3.2) 6 75 1 12.5 1 12.5 

Bhaloogada/Nayal 300 24 (8) 14 58.3 4 16.6 6 25 

Kimtola 210 14 (6.6) 10 71.4 1 7.1 3 21.4 

Chaunaliya/Kunalta 224 30 (13.3) 22 73.3 4 13.3 4 13.3 

Dhigarkoli 332 17 (5.1) 14 82 2 11.7 1 5.8 

Bhatgada 210 17 (8) 10 58.8 3 17.6 4 23.5 

 
Total (52 villages) 24135 

 
2020 (8.5) 1314 65 318 15.7 388 19.2 

 

Reported number of persons infected by COVID 19 :  21 (see table below). 

Reported cases of COVID 19 deaths : Nil 

Category Men Women Children Areas/cluster 

Migrants who returned to 
villages after the lockdown 

3 3 0 Pati (2 men nad 2 women), 
Karnprayag (1), Maichun (1 women) 

Local villagers 11 1 3 Gopeshwar (5 men and 2 women), 
Karnprayag (6 men), Pati (1 woman), 
Maichun (1 woman) 

Total 14 4 3  
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Effects of the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in hill villages of Uttarakhand  

Summary 

 This study was conducted with the aim of understanding effects of the second 

wave of COVID-19 pandemic in hill villages of Uttarakhand. This note includes 

information on a total of 44 villages/toks located in Almora, Bageshwar, Chamoli, 

Champawat and Pithoragarh districts of the state. The questionnaire prepared for this 

study has been filled by the village workers of our partner NGOs/CBOs and the 

shikshikas of village learning centres on the basis of discussions with 1101 people (579 

women and 522 men) during April to June 2021.  

 The main points that emerged from this study are as follows: 

· Total number of confirmed cases of the virus infection is 276, out of which 5 

people died. During the first wave only  21 people were infected and no one 

died. 

· Most of the people (86%) became healthy by staying at home. Both domestic 

and allopathic medicines were consumed by them. Only 14% of the infected 

persons were hospitalized. 

·  Confirmed cases of the virus infection have been reported in 66% villages. Only 

18% of the villages had cases of infection during the first wave.  

· The actual number of people and villages infected during the second wave of 

COVID-19 infection is expected to be higher than the confirmed/certified number 

as many symptomatic patients in the villages couldn’t go for the test due to lack 

of testing facilities in remote villages and for other reasons. Therefore, the virus-

infection could not be confirmed. 

·  63% of the people infected with the virus are men and 37% are women. 

· Out of the total 5 people dead, 4 were male while 1 was female. 4 people who 

died were in the age group of 46-62 years; one person was 84 years old. 4 
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people died in the hospital, while one person died after coming home from the 

hospital. 

· The highest (44%) infected persons were in the age-group of 36-59 and the 

lowest (8.3%) in the age-group below 18 years. 

· Of the total infected, 86% people were living in villages and 14% were migrants 

who returned home during the second wave. 

·  The total number of migrants who returned to villages during the second wave 

of COVID19 infection was 519, which is about one-third of the number of 

migrants returned during the first wave. 

· 49% of the migrants who returned during the second wave were living in 

Uttarakhand. Of these, 13% were living in their own district and 36% in other 

districts of Uttarakhand. 51% were living in other states outside Uttarakhand. 

Most of the migrants were employed in private companies, hotels/restaurants, 

shops etc. 

·  79% of adult migrants are male and 21% female. Only 7% of adult migrant 

women were employed, others were working as homemakers. 

· The worst effect of the second wave of the COVID-19 was unemployment of the 

returnee migrants. Their families were unable to buy daily necessities. Such 

families received free ration from the government but purchasing other 

commodities such as oil, spices, sugar, tea, soap, tooth-paste etc posed 

problems.  

· Disruption of children's education, fear of illness and death due to virus infection 

were also reported as serious effects.  

· Due to the extreme fear of the virus, people stopped meeting 

acquaintances/relatives not only in neighboring villages, but also within their 

own village. Most of the socio-religious events were cancelled or postponed and 
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other events were carried out with simplicity. As per the COVID19 guidelines 

issued by the government a limited number of people attended.  

· Agriculture, dairying, vegetable production are reported to be the least affected 

occupations. In some villages there was a problem selling milk, vegetables etc. 

but it did not have much effect.  

· Most of the migrants wanted to return to their work place as soon as the 

situation improved, mainly due to non-availability of employment in the villages.  

·  Keeping in view the insufficient agricultural land and the problems arising due to 

wild animals, climate change etc. the village residents wanted to diversify their 

livelihoods. 

·  Most of the people liked the restrictions and guidelines issued by the 

government to prevent the COVID-19 epidemic and said that due to this 

intervention people were able to survive.  

· In 70% of the villages most of the people were happy or satisfied with the 

medical facilities provided by the government (COVID testing, Ayush-kit, 

mask/sanitizer distribution, vaccination, awareness etc.), while in 16% of the 

villages people expressed dissatisfaction. The remaining 14% villages had 

mixed reactions. 

·  In 70% villages, most of the people praised or expressed satisfaction over the 

steps taken by the government during the second wave of the pandemic. In 9% 

of the villages, people in general, criticized the efforts of the government, while 

in 21% the village residents generally gave a mixed response. 

*** 

 
 



को वड-19 महामार  के  भाव 

 

 

(अ ययन: अ ैल-जनू 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

उ राख ड सेवा  न ध पया वरण  श ा सं थान अ मोड़ा 
 



 वषय-सचूी 

 .  वषय प ृठ  

1 भू मका 1 
2 गाँव  म  वायरस से सं  मत और बीमार हुए लोग  क  सं या 2 
3 उपचार घर पर/अ पताल म  4 
4 वायरस के कारण मौत  4 
5 महामार  क  दसूर  लहर के दौरान वापस लौटे  वा सय  का  ववरण 5 
6  पछले साल और इस बार के गाँव के हालात  म  मु य अतंर 7 
7 सबसे ख़राब  भाव  या अनुभव  कया गया 7 
8 गाँव  म   कन चीज  पर  भाव नह /ंबहुत कम अनुभव  कया गया 8 
9 लोग  के आपसी  र त  पर  या मु य  भाव पड़ा? 9 
10 गाँव  म  सामािजक धा म  क आयोजन  पर  भाव 9 
11 गाँव म  रह रहे  कन प रवार  क  आय पर बहुत  यादा असर पड़ा? 10 
12 रोजगार और आय म  कमी का लोग  क  जीवनचया  पर  भाव 11 
13 बहुत  यादा मुसीबत का सामना कर रहे प रवार और परेशा नया ँ 11 
14 वापस लौटे  वा सय  म  से  कतने गाँव म  रहने का इरादा रखते ह  13 
15 गाँव के  नवा सय  और  वा सय  के मु य सुझाव 15 
16 सरकार  वारा  दान क  गयी  च क सा-सु वधाय  /   त  या 16 
17 महामार  से  नपटने के सरकार के  यास  पर लोग  क    त  या 17 
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